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orders. The majority would obey willingly. They
would obey Hitler because they wanted what Hitler
wanted. In words spoken of the blind and doomed
house of Bourbon after the French Revolution, they
*had learned nothing and forgotten nothing' since
1914. The tale of their infatuation indeed goes back
many years earlier. In 1895 the socialist Bebel,
watching a crowd in Berlin as it cheered a regiment
of soldiers passing under the Brandenburg gate, had
said of the Germans: 'The people is still drunk
with victory.5 National Socialism inherited an evil
tradition. Unless this tradition is understood, it is
impossible to realize the deeper causes working
towards war in Germany.
DDL The Deeper Causes
The world, and particularly the English-speaking
world, has been too ready to assume that National
Socialism is a freakish thing, an accident of per-
sonalities, a sudden new turn in German history;
that the views held and put into practice by Hitler,
Goring, and their unpleasant company are views
which do not reach back into the German past. It
has also been suggested that Hitlerism is a special
and peculiar reaction, of a virulent pathological
kind, to the harsh treatment of Germany after the
War of 1914-18 and to the exceptional sufferings of
Germans during the period of currency inflation
and again during the economic crisis which began
at the end of 1929.
It is true that the Germans suffered hardly from
the effects of the War, though it might well be said
that the sufferings of France, taken all in all, were
more severe. There was indeed a certain historical